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ñPreserving our proud past and 

presenting with integrity the stories of 

these extraordinary women and men 

helps us to image new futures, and to 

use history as a critical force for 

changeò.

Manning Marable, ñLiving Black History: How Re-imaging the African-

American Past Can Remake Americaôs Racial Futureò



An Introduction to Genealogy:

An African-American Perspective

Genealogy Workshop Outline

Genealogy Basics - Start with your yourself

Challenges of African-American genealogy

Gather and document what you already know about your family

African-American oral history and itôs role in genealogy

Validating genealogy with family and historical records

Documenting your history

Timeline

Pedigree Charts

Family Group Sheets

Resource Records

Church and cemetery records

Vital records

Social Security Administration

Census Reports

National Archives and Records

Family Health Heritage

Family Reunion Planning

Genealogy & Technology

American Legacy genealogy workshops are held nationally and provide African-American communities 

with an introductions to basic genealogical information gathering and research techniques.



American Legacy 

Genealogy Workshops

The first step to researching your family history is to think about yourself and 

what you already know. You know your birth date and where you were born. 

You probably have a copy of your birth certificate. If you have married, then 

you know when and where you were married. You already have the first 

pieces to your pedigree puzzle.

The reason you begin with yourself is because you are the individual from 

whom the tree traces back. You are the tip of the upside-down pyramid that 

you are about to build, and each generation adds twice as many people to the 

pyramid. There are:

1 of you

2 of your parents

4 of your grandparents

8 of your great-grandparents

16 of your great-great-grandparents

and so on!

As you identify any of the above, you immediately have two new questions to 

answer: Who is that person's mother? Who is their father? A pedigree chart, or 

family tree, is a great way to keep track of what you learn about each 

generation. 



American Legacy 

Genealogy Workshops

Pedigree Chart: 

Your Ancestral 

Roadmap

Your pedigree chart list all of your ancestors, that are in your direct line, working back in time.

A pedigree chart is a diagram showing your family lines at a glance.

When your pedigree chart is completed, lines will lead from your name back through the 
generations of your ancestors.

Your paternal (father's) side of the family will be on the top half of the chart and your 
maternal (mother's) side will be on the bottom half of the chart. 



An Introduction to Genealogy:

An African-American Perspective

Genealogy Workshop Feedback

ñVery contemporary and compelling workshop that both informs, empowers and inspires us 

all to get down to the business of documenting who we really are.ò 

D.Organ/ Atlanta, GA

ñThis workshop was my first experience in genealogy.Debbie Daniels is an excellent 

instructor, mainly because she has hands on experience, and is not just teaching from a 

book.ò

C.Mayo/Washington, DC

ñIt was greatðhelpful to further my role as family archivist!ò 

R. Brown/ Washington, DC

ñThe only thing lacking from this workshop was additional time.  I would have love to spend 

more time learning and discussing genealogy.ò 

Michelle Anderson/Washington, DC

ñThis was a wonderful experience and I feel totally empowered to continue tracing my family 

legacy.  Bless you for sharing your knowledge!ò

K. Bright/ Washington, DC

I have enjoyed this presentation and canôt wait to startéI am so excited and glad your 

representative is willing to be so helpfulò.

M. Lastrapes/Houston, TX



Genealogy and the American Legacy 

Know Your History Mobile Tour

An 18-wheel tractor trailer transformed into a Black history 

museum, American Legacyôs ñKnow Your Historyò Mobile Tourò 
taking Americans on a historical journey in Black history 

through the pages of American Legacy Magazine. 

The Know Your History Mobile Museum was equipped with a 

Genealogy Kiosk where visitors were able to search historical 

records for their ancestors utilizing Ancestry.com


